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SHAPING 
OUR FUTURE 2014

Leaders from across the RDC 
community green-light the project 

team to begin planning for a new 
Centre for Health Wellness and Sport. 

A vision of wellness in seven 
interconnected dimensions will 

guide the project.

Generous donations from individuals, 
businesses and organizations 

uncover new opportunities and 
possibilities for what we can achieve. 

2015
Deliberate and strategic work to 
advance RDC's goal of becoming a 
university begins with the establish-
ment of seven academic Schools.

2016
The Students' Association at RDC 

pledges $500,000 in support of 
Shaping Our Future.

Construction of the Gary W. Harris 
Canada Games Centre begins

2017
Construction of the Alternative 
Energy Lab begins, as RDC 
continues its journey to become a 
carbon neutral campus.

2018
We opened the doors of our largest

infrastructure development – the 
Gary W. Harris Canada Games Centre.

The RDC Alumni Association pledges 
$10,000 and establishes the Alumni 

Legacy Walkway which holds 341 
personalized paving stones.

2019
3411 individuals made donations to this 
campaign - 144 donors made gifts over 
$20,000.

RDC Builders Hall is unveiled. The pillars 
that line this hall commemorate 7 
remarkable members of our community 
each year.

RDC serves as Athletes Village for the 
2019 Canada Winter Games - athletes 
from across Canada are the �rst guests in 
our new residence.
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What a transformative time for our College! Over the last year, we have experienced some significant 
changes and taken great strides toward becoming Red Deer University. The role of the RDC Foundation 
throughout this process is critical, and your support will help determine the trajectory and speed of 
this transition.  

Over the last year, your support has allowed Red Deer College to welcome visitors from across Canada 
to compete in the Gary W. Harris Canada Games Centre for both the 2019 Canada Winter Games 
and the Canadian Collegiate Athletic Association Men’s Volleyball Championship. We opened a new 
residence facility, which provides a unique type of student housing, and supports the social wellness 
of all of our learners in unique common spaces. We also opened the Alternative Energy Lab, which 
will contribute to energy literacy in our community, support learners in a range of programs in the 
School of Trades and Technologies, and provide new opportunities for partnerships with industry and 
business in our region.  

This development holds the promise of a bright future, and we look forward to the role that the RDC 
Foundation will play in supporting that work. Our University transition will require funding and support 
for curriculum development and course delivery, third- and fourth-year scholarships, and increased 
supports and resources for our increasingly diverse and growing student body. The Foundation will 
support RDC’s quest for Net Zero and contribute to the development of work-integrated learning 
opportunities through the relationships we continue to build with business leaders in our community. 
By increasing support for students and connecting them with industries in our region, with program 
development that focuses on transition to employment, we know that our learners will develop 
strong ties to our community and set down deep roots. 

Thank you to the many donors and volunteers whose dedication and support have set this work 
into motion. As we usher in this new era, emboldened by the fresh vision of RDC’s 11th President, 
Dr. Peter Nunoda, we look forward to building on all that you have helped us achieve. Thank you 
for supporting the learners of central Alberta to reach their educational goals and further enrich our 
vibrant community.  

Message from the RDC Foundation Board Chair –  
Tim Wiltzen

Meet the RDC 
Foundation Board 

Tim Wiltzen – Board Chair 
Kevin Beattie – Vice Chair 
Sheila Musgrove – Secretary 
Holly Dickson – Past Chair 
Wayne Renick – Member 
Ryan Metzger – Member 
Marty Vellner – Member 
Janice Wing – Ex-Oficio 
Shelley Ralston – Ex-Officio 
Dr. Peter Nunoda – Ex-Officio 
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1. We celebrated with the families, friends 
and coworkers of fourteen major donors in 
their named spaces. Longtime partner of RDC, 
Hockey Alberta, commemorated our shared 
accomplishment during the Alberta Cup – the 
first of many high-level hockey events they will 
bring to this incredible new facility.  

2. Changing of the guard: the great work 
accomplished by our 10th President, Joel 
Ward, and our Board of Governors under the 
leadership of Morris Flewwelling will impact 
generations of central Albertans. This era will 
be remembered as one of enormous growth 
and change, one which established the 
foundation for a successful transition into Red 
Deer University.   

3. The 2019 Canada Winter Games capped 
an extraordinary time of growth and 
development for our College as we welcomed 
the nation to our city and campus. In a full 
circle moment for many of us, RDC alum Gary 
Harris, and his wife Ruth, carried the Games 
torch on its final leg through the Gary W. Harris 
Canada Games Centre.  

4. The Alternative Energy Lab is an innovative 
space, which will serve education and research 
activities in our institution, for our community 
partners, and in our community. The grand 
opening of this space brought together 
representatives from business, industry, 
government and the community.  

5. Our new residence is a game changer 
for our changing demographic of learners 
who have different housing needs. This 
facility’s bright and airy social spaces create 
opportunities for community building 
activities and social wellness all year round.  

6. For the first time in history, RDC’s 
Convocation Ceremonies took place on 
campus. Two ceremonies were held in the Fas 
Gas-On The Run Gymnasium and graduates 
celebrated with their families in RDC Builders 
Hall.  
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RDC proudly opened the doors of three new facilities 
during the 2018/2019 academic year. Each of these new 
buildings contributes significantly to our Green Energy 
Master Plan and will propel the College toward our goal 
of becoming a carbon neutral campus. Along with the 
Library Information Common, these new spaces enhance 
our current programming and provide opportunities for 
new program development, which is a critical part of our 
transition into Red Deer University.

Alternative Energy Lab 

This facility creates opportunities for alternative energy education 
and research for both industry and RDC students. Many learners in 
our School of Trades and Technologies will use the facility, as will 
central Alberta businesses and community members through the 
School of Continuing Education. This facility will further support 
practical, applied learning experiences, work-integrated learning, 
and meaningful community partnerships. 

Gary W. Harris Canada Games Centre 

This facility hosted our Kings & Queens Hockey, Basketball and 
Volleyball home games for the 2018-19 season. RDC student-
athletes from all teams use the facility for training, fitness and 
strength and conditioning. The Centre houses the Jack and Joan 
Donald & Family Health and Wellness Learning Wing in which 
many of our learners take courses. During the 2019 Canada Winter 
Games, five competitions were held at the Centre, and the facility’s 
amenities supported athlete training and other needs. The Centre is 
an ideal venue for RDC’s Convocation Ceremonies, with many great 
spaces for students to celebrate with each other and their families. 

Residence 

Built around the same vision of holistic wellness that framed 
the Gary W. Harris Canada Games Centre project plan, the new 
Residence is comprised of small, single-user suites and large, open 
common areas. These spaces encourage a spirit of community 
and contribute to spiritual and social wellness. This building is a 
complement to the student housing styles across campus, and its 
activities and amenities are available to all residents.  

Library Information Common 

The Library Information Common is a comprehensive educational 
support space that includes traditional resources, technology 
and technological support and training, coaching opportunities 
and stress management support. This multi-use space includes 
individual and group study rooms. The collaborative working 
environment, RDC Makerspace, gives learners in all of our programs, 
as well as community members, the opportunity to create and 
invent by providing access to high tech tools and equipment.  

GIVING BACK 
LOOKING FORWARD 
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OUR BRIGHT FUTURE 

For the 2019/2020 academic year, we 
welcome RDC’s 11th President, Dr. Peter 
Nunoda, and we look forward to his first 
year in this role. Dr. Nunoda’s breadth of 
experience in post-secondary institutions 
across Canada will bring a fresh vision 
to the work ahead. He believes in the 
value of our partnerships with business 
and industry to support learners and 
empower the institution to grow in ways 
that serve the unique needs of our region. 
He believes in the authenticity of our 
relationships with donors and supporters, 
and understands the deep connection 
central Albertans have to our institution. 
He is an academic, who demonstrates 
commitment to scholarly achievements, 
and he is simultaneously committed 
to supporting students to develop 
employable skills and to have meaningful 
work-integrated learning experiences. 
Dr. Nunoda is a collaborative community 
builder who believes in our values and the 
work it takes to support them. The RDC 
Foundation are excited to see what is in 
store for our College under his leadership.

The University Transition team has been 
hard at work and, together with the input 
of many stakeholders, have clearly defined 
what our institution will look like as Red 
Deer University. The RDC Foundation are 
looking forward to what the College’s 
newest programs will mean for our 
community, and the continuing work 
that we will do to support an increase in 
work-integrated learning experiences, new 
scholarships, and continuing program 
development, including stackable 
credentials, degree programs and new 
delivery methods.  
In becoming Red Deer University, we know 
that many of our needs will change. As 
we add four-year bachelor’s degrees to 
our program mix, we will need third- and 
fourth-year scholarships to support the 
needs of these learners, and recognize the 
increased weight of their courseload at 
this level. We know that our Seven Schools 
will need support to develop and deliver 
new programs, adapt to advancements in 
industry, and prepare learners for an easy 
transition into employment. When we look 
ahead to the work of the RDC Foundation 
over the next year, we’re excited to be 
able to magnify the impact of your gifts by 
contributing to these goals, and deepening 
the relationships of our College community. 

Last year, RDC declared an intention to 
strive for Net Zero – to produce as much or 
more energy on Main Campus as we use. 
This year, the College has done significant 
work to support that, incorporating 
important partnerships with business and 
industry to identify meaningful research 
and development projects, which will 
support alternative energy solutions across 
our region. Albertans are innovators, and 
we know that some of the best work in 
this field can be done right here at RDC- 
the largest micro-generation site, and the 
largest post-secondary demonstration and 
research site in the province. Our College is 
uniquely poised to provide the space and 
infrastructure industry needs, as well as to 
prepare the next generation of professionals 
who will implement these strategies.  
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The Festival of Trees raises funds for the Red Deer Regional Health 
Foundation to support specific projects or equipment purchases identified 
by the receiving department. Each year, the department is chosen based 
on the needs and demands of the Hospital. The Festival of Trees addresses 
the immediate needs of our region’s largest medical facility. Each year, many 
RDC learners in the School of Health Sciences complete practicums at the 
Hospital, with Alberta Health Services or with the Red Deer Regional Health 
Foundation. RDC’s support enhances these learning opportunities, ensuring 
students have access to equipment and resources which empower them to 
transition into careers in the Health Sciences sector.

Over the past 17 years, RDC has given approximately $120k through 
financial gifts, sponsorships and gift-in-kind donations. 

2018 Red Deer 

$11,500 
Festival of Trees 

Our connections to the community support the experiences of our learners 
through work-integrated learning, volunteer and community service 
opportunities. These valuable experiences leave a lasting impression 
on our learners, and the relationships they build continue long after 
graduation. 

RDC proudly supported many organizations in 2018/19, including: 

Alberta Registered Nurses Education Trust (ARNET) 
Business Link’s Indigenous Services 
Central Alberta Child Advocacy Centre 
Central Alberta’s Safe Harbour Society 
Hockey Alberta Foundation 
The United Way of Central Alberta 

SOCIAL IMPACT REPORT
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The annual Women of Excellence Awards acknowledge the achievements, 
commitments and impact of women from across our region. These awards 
support a sense of community and celebrate those who promote it through 
their academic, professional or volunteer work. Given RDC’s deep ties to the 
region, countless alumni, staff and faculty have been acknowledged with 
Women of Excellence awards and nominations.   

RDC has supported this event since its inception in 2007, with 
approximately $40k in donations, sponsorship and gift-in-kind 
contributions.  

2018 Red Deer and District Community Foundation

$3,500 
Women of Excellence Awards

The Rotary Clubs of Red Deer are uniquely positioned to support a diverse 
cross section of community initiatives, events and non-profits. RDC supports 
a variety of these activities from year to year. RDC distributes the Rotary 
Clubs of Red Deer Community Involvement Scholarships, which award up to 
$5,000 annually. 

Over more than 10 years, RDC has given over $30k in donations, 
sponsorships and gifts in kind.  

$2,650 
Rotary Clubs of Red Deer 
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STUDENT SUPPORT – 
SCHOLARSHIPS REPORT
In 2018-19, Red Deer College awarded $1,093,969 to students. Scholarships are awarded at 
all levels of study and are available for learners according to a wide range of criteria. Scholarships 
can be awarded as an acknowledgement of hard work, personal challenges or a student’s 
potential. In addition to the financial relief a scholarship provides, these awards motivate our 
learners, inspire them to achieve more and set them up for success in their careers. Visit  
rdc.ab.ca/givenow to learn more about supporting the sustainability of our scholarships 
program, including expanding it to meet the needs of third- and fourth-year learners.

2018-19 Student Awards Distributed:

Total awards distributed: 976

150

205338

48

183

29

1013

Apprenticeship
150

Athletics
205

Continuing Education  
29 Continuing or Graduate 

– no conditions  
48

Continuing Studies – 
2nd year and beyond 

338

Entrance
183

Graduate  
10

Entrance or 
continuing 
– multiple 

application criteria
13
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Take  
a  
Seat 

in the 

Gary W. Harris  
Canada Games 
Centre

“I truly enjoyed my time at RDC - both for school and for sports. I took 
part in Paving Our Future, and thought that the Take A Seat campaign 
was another way I could give back to the Athletics department at the 
College as well as to create a memory and legacy for my son – especially 
if he attends RDC down the road. We frequently attend Kings and 
Queens games together and I look forward to attending some of the 
events being held there next year.”

- Jeremy Smith - Business Administration - Marketing Diploma, 2005; 
RDC Kings Basketball 2001-04

Our continuing growth and development is only made possible through the collective support 
of our community. Take a Seat is an opportunity to visually demonstrate the incredible things 
we can achieve when we come together. For more information on how you can Take a Seat 
in the Gary W. Harris Canada Games Centre and support the RDC Athletics Leadership Fund, 
please visit rdc.ab.ca/takeaseat or call 403.342.3175.




